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IN EIS STEPS.

“What Would Jesus Do?”

By OHAELES M. SHELDON.

l(hrvrl:ht&i snd published ju book form Wy
Le Advanes Publishiug Co. of Chloage.)

l her room, she pint her’'face Th her hands

and said to herself 'l am beginning
to know what it weans to be loved by
& noble wun 1 shuall love Rollin Page

after ull. What am | -'|\1||;:'- Ruchel
Winslow, heve yon forg tten

She rose and walled back and forth
She was dm_p]_\ moved.  Nevertheloss it
wus evident to hersell that her emotion
was not that of regretor sorrow.  Sulne-
how a glad, new joy had come to ber.
She lind entered another circle of ex-

He stopped snddenly. as {f ho were | perience, and later in the day she re

almost afraid to go on.  Rachel did not
vinture to suprgest thing.

“] huve been a mefaber of the same
company to which yon and Virginia be- |
long."" continned Rullin, beginning
aganin.  **I have made the pledge to do
a8 1 belicve Jesas would do, and it is
in tryving to answor this gqnestion that
[ have been doing my work. "'

**That is what I do not understand.
Yirginia told me about the other. It

seems wonderful to think that yon are

trring to keep that pledge with ns. But
whaut can yon do with the clubmen "'

“You have asked me a direct ques-
tion, and 1 shall have to answer it
pow,'" replied Rollin, smiling again
“Yon see, | asked myself after that
pnight at the tent, yon remember''—he
spoke hurriedly, and his voice trembled
a little—**what purpose 1 conld now
have in my life to redeem it, to satisfy
my thought of Christinn discipleship,
and the more I thonght of it the more 1
was driven to a pliuce where [ knew 1]
must take op this cross. Did yon ever
think that of all the neglected beings
in oor social system none are guite so
completely left alone ns the fast young
men who fill the clubs and waste their
time and money as 1 used to! The
churches look after the poor, miserable
creatures like those in the Rectangle,
they make some effort to reach the
workingmen, they have a large con-
stitnency among the average salary
earning people, they send money and
missionaries to the foreign heathen, but
the fashionable, dissipated young men
around town. the clubmen. are left out
of all plans for reaching and Christian-
izing, and yet no class of people needs
it more. I said tomyself: ‘I know these
men, their good and bad qualities 1
have been one of them. [ am not fitted
to reach the Rectangle people. I do not
know how. But I think I conld possibly
reach some of these voung men and
boys who have money and time to
spend. ' So that is what 1 have been
trying to do When 1 asked. as yoo
did, ‘What wounld Jesus do?' that was
my answer It bas been also my
crosa. '’

Rollin's voice was 8o low on the last
sentence that Rachel had difficulty in
hearing him above the noise around
them. but she knew what he had said
She wanted to nsk what his methods
were, but she did not know just how to
ssk him.  Her interest in his pluns waa
larger than merecuriosity. Rollin Page
was #o different now from the fashion-
able young man who had asked ber to
be his wife that she could not help
thinking of him and talking with bim
as if he wero entirely 8 new ncquaint-
ance.

They had turned off the avenue and
were going up the strevt to Rachel's
home It was the same strest where
Rollin had asked Rachel why she conld
not love him. They were both stricken
by a sudden shyness as they went on
Rachel had not forgzotten that day, and
Rollin conld not forzet it She finally
broke a long silence by asking him what
she had not found words for befors,

**In your work for the clubmen, with
your old acquaintances, what sort of
reoeption do they give you? How do
yon approach them!?! What do they
say 1"’

Rollin was silent when Ruchel spoke
He answered after a moment

=(Oh. it depends on the man! A good
many of them think I am a crank ]
have kept my membership up and am
in good standing in that way. I try to
be wise and not provoke any nnneces-
giary criticism, but you would be sur-
prised to know how many of the men
bave responded to miy appeal [ could
hardly make you believe that only a
few nights ago n dozen men became
honestly and earmestly enguged in a
conversation over religions guestiona
I have had the great joy of secing some
of the men give up bad habits and be-
gin & new life. ‘What wouldJesusdo?
I keep asking it The answer comes
slowly, for | am fecling my way along
One thing 1 have found out—the men
are not Sghting shy of me | think
that is a good sign. Another thing—I
have actually interested some of them
in the Rectangzle work, and when it is
started np they will give something to
help make it more powerful, and, in
addition to all the rest, | have found a
way to save some of the young fellows
from going to the bad in gambling. "'

Rollin spoke with enthusinsin. His
face was transformed by his interest in
the sabject which had now become o
part of his real life. Rachel again noted
the strong. manly, bhealthful tone of
his speech.  With it all she knew was a
deep. nnderlying serionsness which felt
the burden of the cross even while car
rying it with joy The next time she
spoke it was with a swift feeling of
justice due to Rollin and his new life

“Do you remember 1 reproached you
once for not having any purpose worth
living for?t"" she asked. while her bean
tifnl fuce seomed to Rollin more bean
t¢iful than ever when he had won suffi
cient self control to look np. 1 want
to eay I fecl the need of saying, in jus-
tice to you now, that [ honor vou for
your courage and your obedience to
your promise. The life you are living
now is a very noble one. "’

Raollin trembled.  His agitation was
greater than be conld control.  Rachel
could not help seving it They walked
_*1,.."0 "1!1 .,g!.,_.:.... At Juut T.00in seid
L itnank yom It s el Inore Lot
I ean tell to bear you say that He
looked into ber face for one moment
She read his love for ber in that look.
bat he did vot speak

When they sopurated, Rachel went
into ghe . bonse, and, sitting .dowa in

-

joiced with a very strong and sincers
gladuess that her ®avistiun discipleship
[ fonnd room for this erisis in her feel
ing. 1t was imdeod o part of it for if
ghe were Leginuing to love Rollin it
was the Christian man who had won
her heart.  The other never wonld have
moved her to thas great change

And Rollin ns he went luck treasured
a hope that had been u stranger to him
gince Rachel had said no that day.  In
that hope he went on with his work as
the days sped on, and at no time was
bhe more sneeessful in reaching and sav-
ipg bis old acquaintances than in the
time that followed that chunce meeting
with Rachel Winslow

The summer had gone, and Raymond
was onece more facing the rigor of her
winter senson.  Virginin had been able
to accomplish a purt of ht-r plan for
seapturing the Rectangle,” a8 she
enlled 11, but the -L-ll‘:.l.;uf housges in
the ficll, the transforming of its bleak,
bare nspect intoan attractive park, all
of which was included in her plan, was
a work ln v large to be completed that
fall nfter <he had secured the property
But a willion dollars in the hands of a
person who really wants to do with it
as Jesus would ought to accomplish
wonders for hnmanity in a short thwe,
snd Henry Maxwell, going over to the
scene of the new work one day after a
poon hour with the shopmen, was
amazed to see how mnch had been done
outwardly

Yot he walked home thoughtfally,
and on  his way he conld not aveid the
question of the continual problem throst
into his notice by the saloon  How
much had been done for the Rectangle,
after ull Even comnting in Virginia's
and l{.'l-'h-l ¢ work and Mr. Gray's,
where hud it actually counted in any
visible guantity ¥ Of course he said to
himself that the redemptive work begun |

and carried on by the Holy Bpirit in|

his wonderful displays of power in the
First chorelh and in the tent meetings
bud had its effect on the life of Haoy-

mond, but as he walked past saloon aft |

er saloon and notl ---] the erowds going |
in and coming out of them, as he saw |
the wretched dens. s many as ever ap- |
parently, as he cuught the bratality and
squalor and open misery and degrada-
tion on conntless focos of men and
women and children, he sickened at the

gight He fonnd himself asking how |

maoch cleansing conld even a million
rlnlll'u'-‘ ponred into this cesspool accom-
plish? Waus not the living source ol
ue trl_v all the hnman misery they
songht to relieve nntouched as loug ae
theso snloons did their deadly but legiti-
mate work® What conld éven such un-
selfish Christian discipleship as Vir-
ginia's and Rachel's do to lessen the
stream of vice so long as the great
spring of vice and erime flowed as deep
and strone as evert Was it not a prac-
tical waste of beantiful lives for these
vonng women to throw themselves into
this earthly hell when for every soul
resened by their sacrifice the saloon
made two more that needed rescue?

He eould not escape the r]lh*h{iull It

was the sine that Virginia bad pat to|
Rachiel in her statement that, in her|
opinion, nothing renlly wonld ever be|
done nutil the saloon was tuken ont ufl

the Rectangle. Henry Maxwell went
back to his parish work that afternoon

with added convictions on the license |

binisi ness

But, if the saloon were a factor in
the problem of the life of Ruvmond, no
less weore the First uh ireh and its little
cotnpany of disciples who had pledged
themselves to do as Jesus wonld do
Henry Maxwell, stonding at the very
center of the movement. was not ina
pegition to judee of 18 pOWer us some
one from the vutside might have dune,

but Raymond itsclf felt the tonch uf; have joined the mew discipleship from

this new discipleship und was changed
in very many wuys, not knowing all
the reasons for the chiunge

The winter hnd gone, und the year
wus ended. the vear which Henry Mnux
well had fAxed ws the time doring
which the pledge shonld be kept to do
a8 Jesus would do  Sunday, the anni-
versury of that one a4 year ugo, was in
many ways the most remarkable day
the First church ever knew It was
more important than the discjples in
the First church realized. The year had

made history so fast and so serious that |
the people were not yet able to grasp

its significunce. and the day itself,

which marked the completion of nl
whole year of such discipleship. was

characterigzed by such revelations and

confessions that the immediate actors

in the events themselves conld not un-
derstand the valne of what had been
Aot or the relntion of thaie teial s the
fest Of  UNO COUTCHes ANa Cities o L
country

It happened that the week before

that anniversary Snnday the Rev, Cal
viu Broee. D D., of the Nazareth Av
enue chorch, Chicago., was in Ray
mond. where be had come on n visit to
some old friends and incidentally to see
his old seminary classmate, Henry Muax
well  He was present ot the FPirst
church and was an exceedingly stten-
tive and interested specmtor His ae-
count of events in Kuywond, and espe
clally of that Sunday. may throw more
light on the entire gitnation than aw
desceription or record frotn other monrees
Dr Drace s stataoent is therefore hoese
given

[Letter frose Rev Calvin Broce, D
¥] uf the Naznreth Avonue charch
Chicago, to Koy Phllip 8 Casxton, D
[, New York ey

“My DEakr Caxmox—It is lnte Sun
'iu)’ nixght but | s =o intensaly gyl
snd so overflowing with what 1 have
scen nnd  beurd that 1 ofegl drivea w

write yon npow some account of the
sitnation in Ravmond as 1 have becn
studying it wod us 0t has upparently
come tou climas oaday  So this s wy

o ¥ exense for vritung so extended s
eiter nt this time

“Yon romeuither Henry Maxwell in
the semdnary. 1 thind vou sadd the last
time T wisited vonr in New York that
vou had ot seen bim sinee we gradua-
ated, He was o relined, scholarly fellow,
you rememiser. amnd when he was called
to the Fivst chureh of Ravmond within
a vear after Laving the seminary [ said

Lt wmy wite: "Haymond has made a

ooed chotee. Maxwoll will sutisfy them
W 1 SeTnLOn ey e s been here 11
yeaurs. ntid | nnderstand that up to a
vear azo b lod gone o dn the regular
convse of the niinistry, giving good sat
e wetion and drawmige o good congrega-
ti v biis orniag peeaching service.
H:- chereh was connted the largest,
wost weplthy clinreeh in Rayvmond. Al
the best ;lr'--]‘;" attended 1t and most
of them bwlmeed, The guartet choir
was fainons for its music, especially for
its soprano, Miss \\1} low, of whom 1
lall have more to say, and, on the
whole, 08 1 nuderstand the fact, Max-
well was in o cotnfirtable berth, with a
very good salary, plensant surround-
ings, not o very exaoeting parish of re-
fined, rich, respectable people, snch o
church aud parish as nearly all the

vonng men in the socuinary in our time

ookl forward to as very desirable.
SRt aovesraeo tadoay Maxwell eame

into hiselareh on Sanday merning and

at the ¢lose of hi= serviee made the
pnstonnding proposition that the mem-
bers of his chnreh volunteor for a year
not to do anything withont first asking
the vuestion, *What would Jesus do?t’
and. after answering it, to do what in
their honest judgment he wonld do, re-
gardless of what the result might be to
them

“The effoct of this proposition as it
has been et nnd obeved by & number
of the members of the First church of
Raymond has Leen so remarkable that,
s you Enow, the attention of the whaole
country has been directed to the move-
ment. I call it a ‘movement’ because
from the sotion taken todav it seema
probable that what Las boen tried here
in the First charch o Ravmond will
resach omt inte the other chnrches and
| canse a revolution in church methods,
but more especiplly in g new definition
of Christian discipleship

“In the first place, Maxwell tells me

| e wns astomishod at the response made

to hig proposition.  Some of the most
prowminent woembers in the church made
| the promise to do ae Jesus wonld
Among them swore BEdward Norman,
the editor of The Duily News, which
bas made snch o sensation in the news-
paper world: Milton Wright, ane of
the leading moerchants in Raymond
Alexander Powers, whose netion in the
matter of the rallroads agaiust ths jo-
teretute cotunuree laws made such a
stir abonr o yvear ago: Miss Page, one
of Raymonud's l=uding socivty heiresses,
who hus Litely dedicated her entirve for-
tune, ns 1 understand. to the liristian
daily paper and the work of reform in
the slum dirtrict koown as the Ree-
tangle, and Miss Winslow, whuse repa-
tation as a *inwer is pow national, but
who, in obediencs 0 what she has de-
cided to e desos’ probable action. has
devated ber talent to valantecr work
among the girls and weormin who mnke
ap a large part of the city & worst and
151---—t ubandoned populntion

“In addition to these woll known
people has bein a gradnally inereasing
puimiber of Christians from the First
church and Lutely frow other churches
in Rapmend. A large proportion of
these volunteers whao pledge thaunselves
to do as Jesuas would cowes from the
Endeavor rocieties,. The yonng people
sav that they have already erobodied in
their socioty lllr-ll',!" the same prine i[‘]'!
in the words, *1 promize him that I will
strive to do whatever be wonld have
me do.” This is not exactly what i« in-

| claded in Maxwell's Proposition, W hich

is that the disciples shall try to do what

| Jesus wonld llrni-.’l‘.'l}' do in the disei-

ples' place. but the result of an honest
obedience to either pledge. he claims,
will be practically the same, and he is
not surprised that the largest numbers

the Endeavor soclety

1 wmn sure the first guestion yon wiil
usk is. *What has leen the result of
this attempt. what has it accomplished,
or how has it changed in any way the
regular course of the charch or the com-
munity ¥’

“Yon already know something from
reports of Raymond that have goneover
the country what the resalts have beon,
but one nbeeds to come Liere and learn
something of the changes in individng]
lives, and especially the change in the
charch life, to realize all that is meant
by this following of Jesns' steps go lit-
erally, To tell all that would be to
write a long story or serics of stories,
[ am not in a position to do that, bot ]
can give yon some idea perhaps of what
has hannened bere from what has bien
told me by wy friends ana Henry Max-
well himself

*“The result of the pledge wvpon the
First church has bteen twofold —it has
hironght about a spirit of Christian fel-
lowship which Maxwell tells me never
before existed and which now impresses
him ne being very nearly what the
(hristian fellowship of the apostolic
chnrches must have been, and it has
divided the church intn two distinet
groupe of members, Those who have
not taken the pledge regard the others
as foolishly literal in their attempts to
imitate the exanmple of Jesas

“Some of them have drawn ont of
the c¢hureh and no longer attend, or
thes have removed their membership
entirely to other churclus  Some are
an interna! element of etrife, and |
heard ramors of an attempt on their
part to foree Maxwell « re<ienation |
do not know that this element 1= very
stromye in the choreh 1t has been held
in check by i wonderfnl eontinnange of
spiritual power. which dates from the
first Sunday the pledge was taken a
vear ago, aud also by the faet that so

many of the prominent merfibers

identitiecd with

! in drauatic deliv-
of which he hiwsclf wus somewhat
was woll writ-
ten and abounded in what the seminary

The effect of

what the average
congregation wi i

e enll plensing.
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ik off !|m'! inti

l.hhl.- i lfu

and in lis entir

the iden thut is

times must repres<

factor of snflering

“Ldo uot know
him altogether v dear Caxton,
it {8 certainly astonishing to note the
pressed themeolves npon this city and
apen this church

“Yon ask how abonut the

honestly tried to be trme
, b8 I have sgaid, a
part of individual history and cannot
Soine of them 1 can
von way see tha
Wt wwrely sen-
<ing for effect
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